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Ángulo cero is most proud to participate for 
the 9TH time in Mexico City’s most important art 
and design fair, ZONA MACO.

For this year’s exhibit, the gallery is 
collaborating with seven national and 
international artists, whose work range 
from hand-knotted tapestry to photography 
intervention. As part of the collection, the 
exhibit will include unreleased pieces from 
ADHOC, Abel Zavala, Sumie García, Thierry Jeannot, 
Karian Amaya, and a collaboration between 
renowned painter Daniel Berman and Mexican 
textile designer, José María Balmaceda.

This year’s curated collection focuses on 
handcrafted and hand-intervened art and 
design, taking the interaction between materials, 
techniques, and artists themselves to the next 
level.
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Abel ZavalaAbel Zavala is an artist and ceramist born in 
Xalapa, Veracruz. He holds a Fine Arts Degree from 
Universidad Veracruzana. 

Using various techniques such as painting, ceramics 
and embroidery with animal hair, he follows a line 
based on a minimalist aesthetic, emphasizing the own 
suffciency of the materials. 

The constant in his work is the deep interest in 
the formal quality and close attention to details, 
inviting the viewer to do a careful reading. His 
work has been exhibited in Mexico, Canada, Belgium, 
England, United States and Japan.

ABEL ZAVALA
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ABEL ZAVALA

BLANCO DE NIEBLA IS A SERIES OF PIECES MADE IN HIGH 
TEMPERATURE CERAMICS WITH KAOLIN ENGOBE THAT EVOKE 
THE LANDSCAPE OF THE REGION OF HIGH MOUNTAINS OR 

CLOUD FOREST OF VERACRUZ. 

A SYNTHETIC WORK IS SOUGHT IN WHICH THE SIMPLICITY OF 
THE FORMS TRANSMIT A REUNION WITH THE ENVIRONMENT, 
GIVING PRIORITY TO SENSORY GAMES. THE WORK IS INSPIRED 
BY THE DAYS WHEN THE FOG IS DENSE AND FORMS LAYERS 

THAT OVERLAP LIKE MOUNTAINS THAT LATER VANISH. 

THE IDEA IS TO CREATE A SORT OF “FOG FOSSILS” THAT MAKE 
THE EPHEMERAL TANGIBLE.

BLANCO DE NIEBLABLANCO DE NIEBLA

HIGH-TEMP CERAMIC

58 X 50 X 20 CM
55 X 18 X 49 CM
46 X 10 X 34 CM

2023
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AdhocAdhoc is a furniture design studio established 
in Mexico City in march 2014 by Juan José Nemer 
(industrial designer), and Mauricio Álvarez 
(architect), both graduated from Universidad 
Iberoamericana. Interested on developing a fresh 
and innovative proposal, they create a dialogue 
between the use of technology and traditional 
techniques, to create contemporary, aesthetic and 
functional objects.

Believing in material’s natural beauty, adhoc 
dedicates to design spaces and create pieces, which 
reflect Mexico’s artisan legacy through their own 
approach, highlighting the nature of the material 
itself and manual processes in every product.

Through transformation of daily materials into 
useful pieces, Adhoc rebuilds the meaning of 
everyday objects. This workshop recovers Mexico’s 
craftsmanship’s legacy with contemporary design 
processes.

ADHOC
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ADHOC

FOR THE NAFIH COLLECTION, THE INSPIRATION SOURCE IS THE 
ANAFRE, AN ELEMENT OF POPULAR USE IN MEXICO WHICH 
ARRIVED IN AMERICA DURING THE SPANISH CONQUEST AND 

HAS A SEPHARDIC ORIGIN MEANS “BLOW”. 

EACH PIECE OF THE NAFIH COLLECTION IS AN AESTHETIC 
REINTERPRETATION OF THE SOURCE OF INSPIRATION. WE REUSE 
UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS OF THIS ELEMENT, THE STEEL THAT 
ORIGINALLY IS USED TO STRUCTURE THE ANAFRE, WOOD 
SYMBOLIZING THE OCOTE, A MEXICAN PINE USED TO LIGHT THE 
FIRE. THE COMBINATION OF THESE TWO MATERIALS AIM TO 
CREATE A HARMONIOUS BALANCE BETWEEN COLDNESS AND 

WARMTH.

NAFIH STOOLNAFIH STOOL

STEEL, WALNUT, 
UPHOLSTERY

57 X 45 X 49 CM

2023
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ADHOC

NAFIH BENCHNAFIH BENCH

STEEL, WALNUT, 
UPHOLSTERY

140 X 35 X 63 CM

2023
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ADHOC

NAFIH CONSOLENAFIH CONSOLE

STEEL, WALNUT

125 X 48 X 95 CM

2023



11



12

ADHOC

THE ROOTS COLLECTION EMERGES AS A COLLABORATION WITH 
MARCO GARCÍA TORRES, LOCAL ARTISAN FROM SANTA ANA 
JILOTZINGO, STATE OF MEXICO, TO PLAY WITH THE FORMS OF 
OBJECTS MADE OF THESE MATERIALS AND WITH THE COLORS 
AND WITH THEIR TACTILE CHARACTERISTICS RESULTING IN 
PIECES THAT ESTABLISH A DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE PAST WITH 

THE PRESENT.

IN ADDITION, THESE ELEMENTS ARE COMBINED WITH OTHER 
MATERIALS, SUCH AS STEEL, RAW IRON SHEETS, BRASS AND 
WOOD, TO HIGHLIGHTING THE STRONG, IMPOSING AND, AT THE 
SAME TIME, AESTHETIC CHARACTER OF THE PRE-HISPANIC 

CULTURES.

ROOTS STOOLROOTS STOOL

IXTLE, WALNUT, PINK 
MOHAIR

Ø60 X 60 CM

2023
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José María BalmacedaJosé María Balmaceda is a textile artist from 
Mexico city. He started his career working in 
fashion and costume design, before finding his true 
passion: textiles. That’s when José María decided to 
work with indigenous textile artisans in Chiapas, in 
southeastern Mexico.

While looking for a change in his professional 
practice, he went on a trip to India and Nepal, only 
to discover a world full of fibers and techniques 
he had never seen before. 

The roots of the artisans he works with are now 
deeply tangled with his own. With every trip to India 
and Nepal he is inspired by their Asian culture and 
mixes it up with his Mexican heritage, giving his work a 
multicultural light.

Balmaceda is an ever-developing artist, always 
pulling threads from the unknown.

BALMACEDA STUDIO
X DANIEL BERMAN



14

Daniel bermanDaniel berman is a painter, draughtsman and 
printmaker who was born in Veracruz and now 
lives in Oaxaca, Mexico. 

His paintings are full of explosive energy and 
movement, with flowing brush strokes that evoke 
organic forms. In his painting and printmaking he 
exercises complete freedom of form in a semi 
abstract way, building up texture and intricate 
detail. In all these different processes, distorted 
human figures play a central role, recalling both 
primitive and folk art.

In Daniel, there is a fixation for anthropomorphic 
figures rather than strictly human as a 
receptacle to express the full range of emotions 
of the modern subject. The cast of characters 
represented in his images is varied, but there are 
certain beings that remain with him, accompany him 
over time and adapt to different media and scales. 

BALMACEDA STUDIO
X DANIEL BERMAN
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BALMACEDA STUDIO
X DANIEL BERMAN

THIS PIECE EMERGES AS A COLLABORATION OF VALUES, CRAFTS, 

AND MATERIAL AND VISUAL EXPERIMENTATION BETWEEN TWO 

RENOWNED MEXICAN CREATIVES, DANIEL BERMAN AND JOSÉ 

MARÍA BALMACEDA.

ORIGINALLY CONCEIVED BY BERMAN, BAÑISTAS SHOWS A CLEAR 

REPRESENTATION OF THE ARTIST’S SIGNATURE VIVID COLORS 

AND NUDE HUMAN EXPRESSIONS, AND IS TAKEN TO A NEW 

LEVEL THANKS TO BALMACEDA’S CAREFUL MANUFACTURE IN 

NEPAL’S FINEST THREADS.

BAÑISTA ROJO BAÑISTA ROJO (UNIQUE)(UNIQUE)

HAND-KNOTTED NEPAL 
SILK AND WOOL

300 X 300 CM

2023
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The artistic practice of karian amayakarian amaya (Chihuahua, 
México 1986) revolves around the notion of the 
encounter. Through sculpture and photography. 
the artist questions the dialogues and resistances 
that originate between matter, landscape and their 
social and territorial contexts. Deeply influenced 
by the land art and post-minimalism movements, 
her work is rooted in the formal and narrative 
encounter of raw, natural and industrial materials. 

Karian Amaya has a degree in visual arts from the 
University of Guadalajara and studied Mixed Media 
at The Art Students League of New York. Her work 
has been exhibited in Mexico, the United States and 
Europe. In 2015, she participated in the mentoring 
program for immigrant artists at the New York 
Arts Foundation. In 2016 she participated in the 
Biennial of the Border held at the El Paso Museum 
of Art. She has received numerous awards

KARIAN AMAYA
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KARIAN AMAYA

AMANECER IS PART OF AMAYA’S SLOW SUNSET SERIES, FOR 

WHICH SHE GATHERS MATERIAL FROM DIFFERENT MARBLE 

DEPOSITS IN DIFFERENT REGIONS OF MEXICO. OVER TIME THE 

EXTRACTION HAS CAUSED DAMAGE TO THE ENVIRONMENT, AS 

WELL AS FRAGMENTED AN IMPORTANT NATURAL RESOURCE IN 

THE COUNTRY.

THE PIECES ARE ALSO ABSTRACTIONS OF SUNSETS AND ARE 

INSPIRED BY THE ROCKY LANDSCAPE OF THE DESERT.

AMANECERAMANECER

MARBLE, COPPER

Ø61 X 4 CM

2022
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sumie garcíasumie garcía (Mexico City, 1986) graduated Summa 
Cum Laude from Savannah College of Art and 
Design with a Bachelor of Fine Arts focused on film 
direction. 

Her work as a visual artist has been showcased 
in international galleries and fairs; including the 
OCCenter for Contemporary Art in California 
(2014), Pink Art Fair in Seoul, South Korea (2015), 
Salón ACME 6 (2018) in Mexico City, Acacia Gallery in 
Havana, Cuba (2018) and Zuecca Project Space Spazio 
Ridotto during the frame of the Venice Architecture 
Biennale (2018).  She has been awarded the national 
FONCA Young Creators Grant (Jóvenes Creadores) 
on two ocassions: 2015-2016 and 2017 – 2018.

Her work in film production and post-production 
includes films such as Echo of the Mountain 
by Nicolás Echevarría, Resurrección by Eugenio 
Polgovsky and Red Privada by Manuel Alcalá. She 
is producer of The Gaze of the Sea by Jose Álvarez, 
which premiered at Visions du Réel in 2017.

SUMIE GARCÍA
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SUMIE GARCÍA

THE CONFÍN SERIES EXPLORES THE TENUOUS YET DRASTIC 
LINE IN WHICH THE DESERT MEETS THE SEA. EACH SEASCAPE 
IS CONFINED BY THE PRESENCE OF LAND, SUBVERTING THE 
PREDOMINANT ROLE OF A DANGEROUS SEA TO A PLACID 
ONE; IN TURN GIVING WAY TO AN INHOSPITABLE LANDSCAPE 
WITH RUTHLESS SUNLIGHT. EXPLORING NEW MATERIALS IN 
THE PHOTOGRAPHIC INTERVENTIONS, THIS SERIES FOCUS AND 
HIGHLIGHT THE LIMITS BETWEEN THE SHORE AND THE SEA. THE 
CONTRASTS BETWEEN THE RIGIDITY OF BRASS AND THE TENSE 
FLEXIBILITY OF THE STRING CREATE AN INTERPLAY OF SCALE 

AND A SENSORY PERCEPTION OF LANDSCAPE.

CONFÍN CONFÍN (FROM THE CONFÍN SERIES)(FROM THE CONFÍN SERIES)

POLISHED BRASS OVER 
PHOTOGRAPHY

110 X 165 CM

2023
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SUMIE GARCÍA

THE CONFÍN SERIES EXPLORES THE TENUOUS YET DRASTIC 
LINE IN WHICH THE DESERT MEETS THE SEA. EACH SEASCAPE 
IS CONFINED BY THE PRESENCE OF LAND, SUBVERTING THE 
PREDOMINANT ROLE OF A DANGEROUS SEA TO A PLACID 
ONE; IN TURN GIVING WAY TO AN INHOSPITABLE LANDSCAPE 
WITH RUTHLESS SUNLIGHT. EXPLORING NEW MATERIALS IN 
THE PHOTOGRAPHIC INTERVENTIONS, THIS SERIES FOCUS AND 
HIGHLIGHT THE LIMITS BETWEEN THE SHORE AND THE SEA. THE 
CONTRASTS BETWEEN THE RIGIDITY OF BRASS AND THE TENSE 
FLEXIBILITY OF THE STRING CREATE AN INTERPLAY OF SCALE 

AND A SENSORY PERCEPTION OF LANDSCAPE.

LINDERO LINDERO (FROM THE CONFÍN SERIES)(FROM THE CONFÍN SERIES)

GOLD STRING OVER 
PHOTOGRAPHY

73 X 110 CM

2023
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thierry jeannotthierry jeannot (b. 1963) is a French-born designer 
living in Mexico for the last 20 years. Working 
across product design, furniture and social design, 
his focus generates high added value to recycled 
materials through design.  

He is interested in traditional techniques and 
materials and has worked closely with crafts-
people both in Paris (back in the 80s with fashion 
guru Thierry Mugler) and later with the workshops 
he discovered in Mexico City.  He follows a design 
philosophy where design and the production 
process are never separated.  

In the 1980s he began working with a range of 
unconventional or ‘outlandish’ materials, like for 
example acrylics and plastics.  For the last ten 
years he has been working mainly with the PET 
bottle as his raw-material. He explores various 
techniques of using the bottle and to transform 
its materiality and status to favourable acclaim 
both in Mexico and The United States.  

He is also developing home based employment for 
disadvantaged communities in Mexico City such as 
women, unemployed, disabled, HIV sufferers et al. 
More on the social aspects of Thierry’s work see 
below. 

THIERRY JEANNOT
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THIERRY JEANNOT

TREE OF DELIGHTS REPRESENTS THE BRANCH OF AN IMAGINARY 
TREE COMING FROM A DREAMLIKE WORLD, WITH THEIR SWEET 
AND COLORFUL FRUITS RIPENING ON A TRUNK BY MEANS OF 

LIGHT.

EACH LIGHT BUBBLE UNFOLDS THROUGH A HINGE SYSTEM THAT 
ALLOWS ACCESS TO THE INTERNAL LED SPOTLIGHT.

THE PIECE ALLOWS FOR TWO TYPES OF MOUNTING, EITHER 
HANGING FROM THE CEILING OR LEANING AGAINST A WALL OR 

A CORNER.

TREE OF DELIGHTSTREE OF DELIGHTS

BRONZE, HEAT-FORMED 
AND DYED ACRYLIC

Ø56 X 210 CM

2023
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